PRISONS

industrialist, or artist, is imprisoned, and for reasons
which can scarcely be credited.

After prisoners are released they sometimes return,
bringing little delicacies for old comrades whose friendship
they shared in moments of distress. Those freed take
news to the families of those who remain. Friends and
relatives organise a rota for queueing so that some comfort
may be given to unfortunate prisoners. Every day the
lines outside the prisons grow longer.

People have been discreet for some time now. The
enemy has discovered that the queues are a storehouse
of secrets. Women from the Gestapo have joined the
queues, and after pouring out a story of the pretended
misfortunes of some loved one who is imprisoned, they
try to wheedle dangerous confessions from those made
talkative by their sorrows.

Except for the Cherche-Midi prison, where the jailers
are German soldiers, the prisons have retained their staffs
of French warders. These have not changed their cus-
tomary brow-beating manner towards the prisoners who
are, however, very different from those before the war.
To be a jailer one must have no heart.

At the Saute prison, French doctors, probably con-
sidered too gentle with their compatriots, have been
replaced by Germans. The French doctors may only
attend pimps and thieves who are in quarters separated
from the general prison.

The Cherche-Midi prison has German doctors. At both
the Sante and Cherche-Midi prisons even German chap-
lains have been changed because they were too compassion-
ate towards the moral and physical miseries of prisoners.

In the German jails, the verdurets1 strive to demoralise
prisoners by many revolting methods. A prisoner is told
that his family has forsaken him, that his wife is leading
a loose life or living with another man. Another practice
is for an officer to question a prisoner. The officer is

1 The Germans consider the word Boche an insult, so to avoid prison
for a mere word the French have found other names to designate their
enemies. Among these are Verdurets, Fridolins, Punaises Vertes, Ces
Messieurs, and Dorypkores.
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